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inquir-ies had been made, and it had been
reported by the head of the branch that,
although as strict an inspection as was
desired had not been mnade, still the
neglect was not sufficient to cause the
officer's services to be dispensed with.
It had been said that £600 had been lost
by the department. That was not so.
The Cr-own Law Department were now
making a claim on the parties concerned
with a view to recovering the amount
owinig.

Other items agreed to ; vote put and
passed.

Progr-ess reported, and leave given to
sit againl.

PAPERS PRESENT
By flee Premier :Papers

tions for Loans in conneeti
Stirling Estate.

BILL-POLICE FORCE
DA'flON).

Received fl-ont the Legisla
anid onl motion by f/he Pre
first time.

ADJOURNMEN
The House adjourned at

unltil the next day.

legislative flsetflV,
Thursday, 24th October, 1907.

Questions: Agricultural Railway Lands Resump-tio . . . . . 3
Cattle froam Tick Areas ... .. .. .. 3
overpayment of Subsidies to Municipalities 3
Railway Wood-liue. Cue........ .......Sewnagei Fiter-beds ........ .........
Sewearoge Scheme Inquiry .................
Agricu~ltural Information ad tbe renoe ... f

Motion: Sewage Filter-bed Drawings .
Bills Mt. Magnet-Black Ragse Railway, 2R. moved

Sale of Government Property, 2R. concluded,
Corn. repo,-ted..... -... ..

Estimates resumed; Treasury Votes and Items.
first to Audit passed

Discussion on Tender Board System .
fliascus a n Care of Aborigines

The SPEAKER took the Chair
4.30 o'clock pan.

Prayers.

?ED. QUESTION-AGRICULTURAL RAI]

on Applica-- WAY LANDS RESUMPTION.
on with the Mr. STONE asked the Premier: W

he consider tile advisability of resumil
all unimpr-ov-ed land within ten miles
new railway lines in agricultural districi

(CONSOLI- for the purposes of close settlement,
the Value of the said land prior to t

tiveCouni. conlstrulctionl of such railways?tiv Concl The PREMIER replied: Provision
mier read a made in all new Railway Bills that ha

been introduced for the resumuption
areas of not less than 1,00O acres, a]

T. ~ certain blocks are being inspected att
1'. present time. The clause referred

11.28 o'clogkc reads as follows-

"At any time after the passing
this Act, and until the expirationl
twelve mloniths from the publication
notice in the Government Gazette
dlaring the railway open for traffic,I
Governor may, with the object of e

couraging the cultivation and sett
meat of the land, compulsorily paurch.
any land in parcels of not less than o
thousand acres, each parcel beingt
property of one person or two or mc(
persons jointly or in common, a
situated within fifteen miles (on eitl
side of the linle of railway, and wi
land is certified by the Minister I
Lands as suitable for closer agriettltu
.settlement : Provided that no land shi
be emunpulsos-aly purchlased Itliil
Lan~d Purchase Board has fav(,uraI
reported theleon'"
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QUESTION-CATTLE FROM TICK
AREA.

Air. MALE asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Is he aware that it is
reported that a shipment of cattle which
have come fromn the tick area was made
at Derby, on or about the 17th instant,
per "Moira"? 2, Has hd given any per-
mission for these cattle to he brought
through clean country, and shipped from
a clean port? 3, If he is not aware of
this shipment having been made, will he
cause inquiries to be made as to this ship-
ment, and where these cattle have been
brought fioim? 4, If it is found that
these cattle have been driven from the
tick area, what steps will he take to pre-
vent the recurrence of such an offence?
5, Should it be found that these cattle
have brought tick into the clean herds,
what steps will be taken to have them
eradicated and the clean cattle protected
from the disease 7

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE replied: 1, No. 2, No. 3, Yes.
4, Prosecution will follow. 5, Infected
herds will be quarantined and the owners
required to take necessary steps to eradi-
cate the pest.

QUESTION - OVERPAYMENT OF
SUBSIDIES TO MUNICIPALI-
TIES.
Mr. TROY, for Mr. H. Brown, and

pursuant to notice, asked the Premier:
Is it the intention of the Government to
move for the reappointment of a Select
Committee to inquire into and report
upon the overpayment of subsidies to
various municipalities in the State during
the past six years?

The PREMIER replied: As the
bon. member has given notice of his
intention to move for the appointment of
such a Committee, there is no need for
the Government to take farther action in
the iitler.

QUESTION- RAILWAY WOOD-
LINE, CUE.

Mr. HEITMANN asked the Minister
for Railways: 1, When is a start to be

made with the construction of the Cue
Wood-line? 2, What is the reason for
delay?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1, Sleepers and rails are now
on the way. 2, Cutting of necessary
sleepers and failure of contractor to
make arrangements for receiving the
material at Nallan.

QUESTION-SEWAGE FILTER-
BEDS.

Mr. SCADDAN asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Were the plans and specifics-
lions for the filler-beds at Burswood Is-
land, upon which tenders were called and
the contract let, the same as originally de-
signed and drawn up and submitted for
approval to Mr. Davis, the consulting en-
gineer! 2, Were the plans or specifica-
tions altered after the contract had been
let, and, if so, in what manner? 3, What
was the height of the walls of each filter-
bed-(a.) As originally designed? (b.)
As provided in the specifications upon
which the contract was let? (c.) As com-
pleted by the contractor? 4, Were the
w'alls completed by the contractor as pro-
vided in the specifications of contract? 6,
If not, why not? 6, Who was the officer
that made the tests of the site upon which
these beds are placed? 7, What pressure
or weight did he state in his report that
this site was. capable of carrying? 8,
What is the weight of each filter-bed as
constructed? 9, Has there been a subsi-
dence of the walls? 10, Will it be neces-
sary, before the beds are used, to place
any farther weight upon the walls? If
so, how much? 11, What was the total
cost in connection with these beds? 12,
When were they completed, and when will
they be put in use?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, The planis were the same. No
plants were submitted to Air. Davies; these
were only (1rawn tip immediately prior to
the letting of the contract. 2, Yes, as ex-
plained in No. 3. 3, The height of the
open wvall was-(a.) Five feet. (b.) Five
feet. (c.) Filter No. 5, 3ft. 7 in.; Filter
No. 6, 2ft. 9in.; Filter No. 7, 2ft. ilin.;
Filter No. 8, 3ft. 7in. 4 and 5, No. The
filters were cut down in height as set forth
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in 3, as the indications of settlement ren-
dered it inadvisable to complete to the
full] height. The decrease in height does
not render the filters less efficient in re-
lation to their cubic capacity. 6, The
tests of the site were made by 1ir. Neuj-
liar, under the direction of Mr. Hickson,
the officer at present in charge of outside

works. 7, One ton to the square foot. 8,
Filter No. 5, 4.Ocwt. per square foot;
Filter No. 6, 3.4cwvt. per square foot;
Filter No. 7, 4.3cwt. per square foot;
Filter No. B, 4.Ocwt. per square foot.
9, Yes. 10, It is proposed to place a grid
work of distributing pipes and fixed n1oz-
zles onl the surface of the filters. These
-will not increase the load more than 3 per
cent. 11, £7,000. 12, 17th April, 1907.
They will be probably be putl into use in
from seven to nine mnths' time.

QUESTION-SEWERAGE SCHEME
INQUIRY.

Mr. SCADDAN asked the Premier: 1,
In view of the large amount of expendi-
ture contemplated in connection with the
Perth Sewerage Scheme, the admitted par-
tial failures in the work already dlone in
this connection, and the statements in the
public Press, charging the Departmental
Officials with incompetence and waste of
]money due to their inexperience in Sewer-
age engineering, is it the intention of the
Government to appoint a Royal Commis-
sion to investigate and report? 2, If not,
why notI

The PREM1\IER replied: The main
criticism directed against the scheme
has b)cen in connection with the
filter-beds on Burswood Island. These
four filter-beds were completed on
the 7th April. Settlement has taken
place, bilt at a continually diminish-
ing rate. During last month it has
amounted to 5-16th inches. The total
average settlement since construction has
beeni 7V2 inchtes. This has not been caused
by the edge of the beds sinking into the
soil, but by the general depression of the
surface in the vicinity of the beds. There
is no reason to believe that the general
usefulness of the beds is appreciably im-
paired. The selection of foundations is a
purely abstract engineering question.

Since the commencement of the work the
syphon to Burswood Island and the Mount
Bay Stormuwater Drain have also been
criticised. The syphon, which has teen
laid some 51 months, despite assertions
that it would sink into the bed of the
river, is in the anie position as when punt
down. In connection with the 'Mount
Bay Stormwater rain, it was rseitcd
that the finished alignment of this work
was very crooked owing to the inaccuracy
of the driving of the headings whereby
they failed to meet. This was absolutely
incorrect. The statement alsp that the
drain had abrupt turns in it owing to the
above cause is also entirely wrong. The
Government, therefore, does )lot propose
to appoint a Royal Commission.

QUESTION- AGRICULTURAL IN -
FORMATION AND THE PRESS.
Mr. COLLIER asked the Minister for

Agriculture: 1, Has any contract been
muade as to the publication of matter in
any form, either by advertisement or
otherwvise, between the Minister or offi-
cers of the Agricultural Department and
the editor or manager of the Western
Mail? 2, If so, what is the character of
the contract?

The HONORARY MINISTER re-
plied: 1, No. 2, Answered by No. 1.
The committee of the Franco-British Ex-
hibition have arranged to purchase a
number of copies of the W~estern Mail
and TWestern Argus for distribution in
London. Both papers contain photos.
and letterpress in connection with the
work of the Departments of Agriculture,
Lands, and Mines.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Premier: 1, Return of gold

produced in the Black Range District.
2, Additional Papers re Applications for
and' advances on lands in the Stirling
Estate.

MOTION-SEWAGE FILTER-BED
DRAWINGS.

On motion by Mr. Seaddan, ordered-

That there be prepared and laid
up-rn (lie table of thie House Drawings

[ASSEMBLY.] Selvage Filter-beds.
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of the Filter-Beds at Burswvood Island,
to showc- (1) Height of wvalls of each
Filter-Bed, (2) Bottom of each6 bed as
originally planned, and position of
each at present.

BILFMOUNT MAGNET - BLACK
RANGEIRAILWAY.

Second Reading moved.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore)
in inoving the second reading snil: Time
Governmient in their railway poliey, while
desirious of giving every facility to the
many who are situated on the land in
agricultural districts, have realised that
it is absolutely essential those mining dis-
tricts far bock front rilway eomrnmupi-
cation should likewise have railway facil-
ities afforded to them; and in the schedule
to the Loan Bill passed in December of
last year, provision was made for Railway
Bills affecting mining districts, and pro-
vision was made in the loan appropriation
for a certain amount- of money for the
construction of a railway from Mount
Magnet to Black Range. In connection
with this line, it is interesting to note that
in 1694, when gold was first discovered in
this locality, a party consisting of Shil-
lington, Ralph, Smart, Wright, Me~ntyre.
and Angelo regis;tered a claimi a little
south of the townsite of Nunugarra. This
was sold in the following year, and a small
battery) erected onl the claim. [Mr. Tay-
for: Who erected that battery?] Owen
Daly. This locality did not come into
prominence until Payne discovered al-
luivial, when there was a rush to the spot.
Messrs. Howie and Klemutz about this time
discovered anl alluvial patch, afterwards
known as Howie's patch, which contri-
buted to the attraction of population to
that locality. In the early part of 1895,
£300 wvas apportioned as the reward for
flit discovery of Black Range goldfield,
and was divided amongst three different
parties. The niatter of railway communi-
cation to this district has been the subject
of discussion in Parliament for somne
years. Sir John Forrest, prior to leaving
this State, advocated the connection of the
Murchison railway system with the East-
ern railway system, and Sir Walter
James speaking in the Queen's Hall in

1904, on the occasion of thle delivery of
his policy speech, gave this question pre-
cedence over all others in his public,
works programme. He said:

"I would be willing to ask Parlia-
iucitt to sanction the extension of the
railway from Magnet to Lawlers for
the purpose of bringing the Victoria
district in communication with the
Eastern. goldfields. That is a work
which might well be undertaken."

Later on in the following year, prior to.
Parliament proroguing, the present mem-
ber for Mount. Magnet was successful in
carrying a motion to the effect-

"That in the opinion of this House
it would he in the best interests of the
State and especially of the mining and
agricultural industries if a railway

-were constructed from Mount MN-agnet;
via Black Range to Lawlers."l

This matter was only brought onl a
short time prior to the prorogation,
and -Unfortunately was not much
discussed owing- to want of tinie, but
the motion was carried onl the voices.
Later on the Rason Administration ex-
pressed their determination to provide-
railway facilities for the latest mining
field of the State, as soon as it could be
shown there was reasonable justification
for the railway. And speaking at Bn-
bury, last year I also intimated that it
was our intention to give this railway a
place in our pnhlic works programme.
Inadvertently however, when bringing
forward the Loan Bill last session, the
Treasurer oniitted to mention the fact
that the Government intended to include
this line in their programme, with the
resuilt that a considerable amount of
capital was made out of this, and I be-
lieve the present member for 0-erakiton.
canl thank that fact for his presence in
the House to-day. [Mr. Troy: No fear.]
Notwithstanding that, we heard the mem-
ber most affected by this railway state
only last night that we as a Government
were anxious to award spoils to the vic-
tors, but he surely would be justified in
making an exception in regard to this
particular proposal. When the Loan
Bill was introduced into the House last
year, the suin of £1I32,000 was set apart
for the construction of this railway,

Railway Bill. 351
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£E71,000 being estimated as the cost of
eonstruction-eartbworks, clearing, etc.
-and £01,000 was included as the
amnount for rails and fastenings. As is
invariably the case when new proposals
are mnooted, various suggested routes are
brought into prominence, and this par-
icular railway has proved no exception
to the rule. The three proposals -which
have been made are, first, for a railway
from Mount Magnet to Black Range,
which will bring that locality within 312
miles of the port of Geraldton, costing
approximately £134,000, and the total
length of the line would be 96 miles. Cue
to Black Range was a route Suggested.
making Black Range 378 miles from the
seaport, the cost approximately being
£167,000, and the total length of the line
116 miles; while the other proposal was
to construct a line from Nanuine to
Black Range, which -would mean that the
traffic would have to go from the nearest
port, Geraldton, 415 miles. This line
would cost £155,000, and the new line
would have to be constructed for a dis-
tance -of 105 miles. When reviewing the
respective merits of these proposals, the
Government first of all gave considera-
tion to the question as to which line would
be the shortest direct route to the natural
port of that particular districL. We re-
cognise that as far as possible it is the
duty of Parliamnut to give that port
which by virtue of its geographical posi-
tion is entitled to it the trade due to it,
and it is essential that every considera-
tion should he given to that bearing of
the question; also in regard to the gen-

eral utility of the proposed railway, the
cost of construction and the length of
line to be built. I may state in regard to
this proposal that Mount Magnet, -where
it is proposed the line should branch off
fromn the Murchison goldfields, is situated
216 miles from Geraldton, and the length
of the proposed line is 96 miles. It goes
in a general easterly direction from
Mount Mlagnet, and practically there
are no engineering difficulties. The three
suggested routes are nearly on a par as
regards engineering difficulties, and it
will be found that each would cost prac-
tically the samie amount per mile, plus
the extra freight on sleepers and rails

in the event of the line being built
from Cue or Naunine. Th6 line will go
easterly through Payneaville, and the
terminus is at Sandstone, the chief mining
centre of the district. It is proposed to
adopt the standard gauge of 3 feet 6
inches, with 45-lb. rails and sleepers Oft.
by Gin, and Sin, by 4in. The ruling
gradient will be 1 in 60, and the
sharpest curve will have a 15-chains
radius. As already intimated, the esti-
mated cost of the line will be practically
£1.32,000, or roughly £1,870 per mile. The
cost of carriage of sleepers and other
material will be a considerable item, and

accounts for the higher estimate for con-
structing this railway. Mr. John Muir,
Inspector of Engineering Surveys, who
has examined the various routes, reports
that-

",Taking into consideration the main
proposition, that is to connect the
Black Range Goldfield with the pre-
sent railway system and its natural
Port by the most economical means,
and at the same time giving due con-
sideration to the interests of the coun-
try as a whole, in mny opinion, in jus-
tice to the Black Range district, the
point of junction with the existing
railway should he Mt. Magnet. Such
junction wvould hring it 66 miles nearer
its natural port than the Cue proposal,
and 103 miles nearer than hy the Nan-
nine proposal. There is; also the sav-
ing in cost in favour of the Ifagn~t
route of £33,000 in one case and
£E21,000 in the other. Apart from the
saving in first cost, it would I think be
a monstrous thing to handicap this
promising district for all time with the
extra rail hanlage, rendered necessary
by the adoption of either the Cue or
Naunine proposals. Again, too, this
line will undoubtedly be extended to
junction with the Eastern Goldfields
railway system in the near future, and
a glance at the map will demonstrate
at once that the most reasonable con-
nection would be from Mt. Magnet to
Leo nora via Black flange and Law-
lers."

He farther states that-
"Fromi an engineering point of view,

the relative pr oposals are much the

Raltvay Bill.
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same, and in any of themn I consider
a surface line with, say, a 1 in 60
grade should be practically obtained
throughout."

Members who have visited the locality will
bear out the report of Mr. Muir, inas-
nuch as the country throughout the
-whole of the -Murchison district is very
similar. I will glance briefly at the
localities to be served by the railway if
-constructed. The population of the dis-
trict is about 2,000 souls, mostly congre-
g--rated at Sandstone. The other centres
comprise Nungarra, Mfaninga Marley,
Birrigrin, MNontague, Ranges, Haneocks,
the public battery district, and the You-
and-Me country. The last-mentioned is
now some 80 miles distant from, railway
communication; hut the construction of
this line will bring it within 30 nmiles.
I am indebted to the member for the dis-
treit (Mr. Troy) for some little infor-
mnation sho-wing the condition of this
district. He tells me that quite
recently a Mr. Toohey brought to
Mt. Magnet 10 tons of stone which when
treated yielded 31/ ounces to the ton;
and there is every reason to believe that
from the epnstruetion of this railway in-
creased mining development will result
in many directions, and no doubt the
population also will rapidly increase.

Air. Hlman. Whbat is the distance
from Montague?

Mr. Troy: It is 25 miles.
Mr. Heitmnn: It is 47 miles
The PREMIER: Two mineral leases

representing five acres have been taken
up in the vicinity of the proposed rail-
way, and 195 gold-mining leases of 2,039
acres, while an additional 29 have been
applied for, having an area of 311 acres.
Ain additional mineral lease, representing
two acres, has also been applied for.
Nine homestead leases are held, repre-
senting 1,530 acres, and three more have
been applied for with an area of 29 acres.
In addition to the mineral leases a large
extent of pastoral country is available for
selection within 15 miles of the route, and
amounts approximately to 600,000 acres,
while some 1,245,920 acres are held under
pastoral lease, making a total area of
pastoral land within 15 miles of the rail-
way of a little less than 2,000,000 acres.

(14)

I may mention that when I passed through
the district there was excellent feed
and it was not 'an exceptionally good
season, and on looking- up the records
I find that the rainfall for the past nine
years has averaged eight inches. In deal-
ing with a proposal of such magnituide it
is necessary to give members full in for-
mation, and to quote not only from the
reports of the railway engineers but also
of the State Mining Engineer, who was
sent to the district to investigate. Mr.
Montgomery, first of all, in his report
presented late last year on the wining
developments north of Geraldton,
states-

"From the immediate point of view
of the Black Range District the line
via Nan nine would be a very long
roundabout route, all produce and ma-
chinery from the coast having to 'travel
211 miles round two long sides of a
triangle of which the points are Mount
Magnet, Nan nine, and Black Range,
instead of 86 miles along a nueh
shorter third side, forming the direct
route via Mount Magnet. Even if the
Eastern and Northern railway systems
were connected at Nannine via Black
Range, a short connection from Black
Range to Mount Magnet -would be im-
nmensely useful for connecting the in-
terior goldfields with the coast at Ger-
alfiton."

2Mr. Holmaon: Read the first part of his
report.

The PREMIER: You can read that
when you speak. He farther states: -

"Under existing circumstances, and
with the present outlook of the mining
fields concerned, I would advocate the
direct line from Mt. Magnet to Nunn-
garra and Sandstone as the one first
to be made, with eventual--

Perhaps this will please the hon. mem-
her--

extension northward to Red castle, Bar-
rambie, Burutakurra, and Nannine. A
short spur line to Birrigrin and Mon-
tague might become necessary in time,
and there is some possibility of its
having to he extended to Mount Town-
send, there being a belt of likely
mineral country in that direction."

Railway Bill, 353
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When it is borne in mind that at the
lpresent time thie East Mfurchison Gold
Mining Company, at Lawlers. are able to
make four pennyweights pay, some idea
can Ibe formied of the possibilities ahead
of the Black Range District; and we
must remember there have been some,
high yields in that district, as well as a
number of low-g&rade shows which it will
be possible to work satisfactorily when
railway facilities are afforded, more es-
pecially in view of what I learnt onl in;
recent visit to the district, at a function
when a responsible mline-owner stated
that the saving per ton would be from £2
to £2 10s. should the railway be con-
strueted. Considerable attention is now
being directed by various proslpectors to
Paynesville or- East Mount Magnet; and
l understand arrangements are being
made at the present moment for the erec-
tion there of a private battery. The Sir
George mine at Mount Magnet was re-
cently purchased by the Great Boulder
Proprietary for £10,000. A 20-bead bat-
tery is to be erected on this property;
and( it is a sign of revival of interest
in the district when such a powerful com-
pany is prepared to take up a property
and jpromptly proceed with the erection
of a mill. The State Mining Engineer
has pointed out that Barrambie, Burns-
kurra, Redeastle, Paynesrille, and Birri-
grinl would benefit by the construction of
this line; and it must also be borne in
mind that there is promising country be-
tween Black Range and Lake 'Way. By
the construction of thle line Barrambie
wvill be brought 30 miles nearer to a rail-
way and Lake Way 55 miles Dearer. I
would like to correct one statement I
have made with reference to the length
of the line. The estimated length of the
line to Black Range was 90 miles, but
the permanent survey has now,% been com-
pleted to Sandstone, and I find that as a
result the total length from Mount Mag-
net to Sandstone is 93 miles 40 chains, or
2 /. miles less than we estimated. The
district of Bellehlamrberg, some 20 miles
south-west of Sandstone, is of consider-
able promise, and owing to recent de-
velopments applications have been made
for a public battery to be erected there.
Sandstone is of course the principal

mninug centre. It may be interesting to,
know that the Oroyc-Black Range Com-
pany. which is the principal mining comn-
panur operating there, spent E90,000 onl

thle mine in erecting machinery and ear-
rving out different development work be-
fore the battery commenced to crush. In
addition to that they spent 922.000 in
road transport. A 20-head b-jttery is
now running, and I nnidersthnd thatt a
profit of £4,000 resulted fromi tie first
mnonth's clean up, In the event of this
company deciding to erect a slinic&- plant
it will necessitate a farther increase in
road transport expenditure. Thq wages
paid on thle mine to date are approxi-
mately £30,000, and thle monthly pay is
within a trifle of £3,000, while the ma-
chinei-y erected onl the mnine cost
£35,'000. The expenditure onl fire-
wood per month is £260, and the
total cost of car-tage paid to the
30th June last was £19,000. Tn addi-
tion to the properties I have already
mentioned there is the Itohinoor,
a lease of 150 acres, onl which it is ex-
pected operations wilt be carried on on
a large scale in the near future. This
lease is situated between Niugarra and
Sandstone. While I was in the district
I had anl opportunity of visiting these
workings as well as the workings at Hall-
cock's, which property has recently been
acquired by thie Black Range G.M. Corn-
panv, and has crushed 115 tons for a
yield of 909 ozs. while the sands averaged
over 2ozs. per ton, so that the average
for the 115 tons was l0ozs. per ton. This
is evidence of the richness of some of the
shows in this locality. The formation
and prospects of the property are prom-
ising, and development work is being
done and shaft sinking, while machinery
is in course of erection. The monthly
pay sheet is £350, and a 10-head battery
is to be erected with no loss of time.
Then there is the Black Range G.M. Com-
pany, No-Liability. When I visited their
mnine they had a 10-head mill going, but
they had arranged for 20-head of stara-
pers to be installed. [.1r. Troy; The 20
head are workng now.] To the 7th April
last the mine had crushed 19,741 tons for
41,22Oozs., or w-ithl the slines and sands,
45,72Oozs., giving anl average per ton of
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2ozs. fidwts. The wvaqes p)aid averaged
£2:3,400 per annuil, or about £2,000 per
month. This property which was origi-
reilly known as Rack's, was purchased by
Mr. Hans Irvine for £10O,000, and the
first crushing yielded l5ozs. per ton.
Suimarised, the returns from these dis-
tricts are as follows :-For 1006 the yield
was 35.42Oozs., valued at X150,455. The
total yield fromt 1894 to the 31st August,
1907, has been 95.34Oozs., valued at
£405,004. The increase from end of 1905
to the end of 1.906 wvas 1S,727ozs. of a
value of £70,547, while the yield from the
1st January of this year to the 31st Aug-
uist was S0,OS9ozs., an increase over the
correspondingl- period of last year of
11,514 ounces. There is certain other in-
formation iii regard to the other districts
I. need not now mention, especially as the
Minister for Mines will speak later on,
also the member for the district (Mr.
Troy) . Onl the 30th June there were
379 men working aboveground, 480 men
wvorking underground, and 113 diggers
making 972 employed in the district in
connection with the mining industry.
Sonic idea of the extent of the mining
carried on now in the Black Range dis-
trict is alfforded by the following figures
with respect to the monthly pay sheets of
the principal mines :-Oroya-Black Range
£3,000; Sandstone Development, £1,000;
Maningn Marley, £700; Black Range
G.M., £1,900; Havilah, £1,200;- Black
Rainge (Kohinoor) Hancock's, £350. I do
not propose to go into all details in re-
gard to the mines and their development
and yields, but I will leave the general
facts which I have mentioned to speak for
themselves, feeling sure that they establish
the claim of this district for railway corn-
imunication. Touching the question of
the railway's paying or otherwise at the
outset, 'Mr. Montgomery, the State Miuing
Engineer, says:-

"There are few mines that could be
carried on at a profit outside a radius
of at most 100 miles from the end of
the railway. The whole woring of
the mines is profoundly affected by the
proximity or otherwise of a railway,
the actual cost of procuring goods being
often far the least item in the questien.
The loss occasioned in every branich of

the work by delay in promptly obtain-
ing men, miachinery, timber, and sup-
plies of all sorts when suddenly re-
quired is of far more importance than
the mnere cost of freights, or even the
cost of supplies. Operations are car-
ried onl at a disadvantage with make-
shift appliances pending ar-rival of re-
pair parts and new orders, but while
every practical man realises the effect
of this on the cost of the work, it is
impossible to express it as an average
figuire. That there is a very big annual
loss to every outlying mine through
difficulties and delays of transport is
certan, and the reduction of this loss
thr-ough establishment of railways is by
no means the least of the indirect bene-
fits to he credited to them in the
national profit and loss account...
If the railway were made there would
be a saving in freights onl all supplies
brought by rail of about £6 a ton to
Black Range, and £10O a ton to Birri-
grin. It does not take a very large
mine to require 20 tons a month of
various supplies when in fair working
order, and when putting up its ma-
chinery and mill the tonnage is very
much larger, so a saving of £1,200 a
year for such mines at Black Range
or £C2,400 a year at Birrigrin would not
be an unreasonable estimate. Mining
supplies are, however, only a small part
of the imports to a district, as domestic
supplies are brought in in much larger
quantities and there would be a great
saving on them also."

There is no doubt the railway is the pion-
eer to open upJ the country for settle-
ment. To my wind the question is not
so much as to the traffic that is actually
in sight as whether the country to be
opened up gives such promise that there
is reasonable probability that in the near
future it will he able to support a rail-
way, and dealing with the matter from
this point of view, I feel satisfied that a
railway from'- Mount Magnet to Black
Range is one I can support. In reg~srd
to the cost of transport, at the present
time I may mention that the cost of
transporting stores from Mount Magnet
to Sandstone amounts to £C6 SOs. per ton;
to Maninga, Marley, £7 per ton;, and to

Railway Bill, 355



356 Mount -Magnet-Black Range (ASSEMBLY.)]ala il

Birrig'rn, £9 per ton. The passengers
by coach average eighteen per week.
Taking an average transport of 595 tons
per month, and 7,140 passengers per
annum right through to Black Range, the
estimated gross revenue is £10,741 at
local rates per annum. Taking 60 per
cent. of this for working expenses, the
net revenue will be E4,297 per annum, or
2.95 per cent. on the estimated cost.
There is no doubt there is every possibil-
ity that this estimate will be consider-
ably exceeded, because it is taken on the
basis of the population there at present.
In addition to the goods mentioned of
which one is able to get track, there
are many storekeepers at Mount Magnet
shipping supplies direct to Sandstone
and there is no means of ascertaining
what that quantity is. There is also
every possibility that there will be a con-
siderable amiount of back-loading, owing
to the fact that the firewood in the neigh-
bourhood of Mount Magnet has been
pretty well cut out- (Mr. Troy: Abso-
lutely cut out] -and at the precut time
they are sending considerable distances
down the railway for their firewood sup-
plies. With the installation of the new
battery for the St. George mine at Mt.
Magnet, there is every possibility that
the amount of back-loading along this
railway will reach a fairly respectable
amount. There is one other aspect of
this question, and that is water supply.
In this district water is obtainable at a
shallow depth, and in the class of coun-
try which the railway will serve, there
is practically a river all the year through.
Members have had an opportunity of
perusing Mr. Montgomery's report so I
do not propose to give any farther de-
tails, except to say, when recently in the
district, on being asked to telegraph what
lie thought of the prospects of the dis-
trict, Mr. Montgomery replied.

"Present inspection confirms report
of last year re Magnet-Black Range
railway. Good progress made; field
considerably extended; developments
at deep levels Sandstone mines gener-
ally satisfactory; Hancock's district
much improved; several recent new
finds Maninga. Marley district; railway
terminus best near Sandstone, but

would advocate line from East Mount
Magnet approaching Belleharebers and
Nunngarra, unless engineer's report
v'ery unfavourable. Passed 40 teams
on road between Maninga Marley and
Magnet; over 50 in trade; recommend
5-head battery Belichambers district.
Cost of carriage Magnet to Sandstone
£6 per ton; average cost firewood 18s.
per cord; nest Oroya contract ex-
pected to be 19s. Gd. per cord. Rail-
way will greatly reduce cost mining
timber and firewood. Birrigrin dis-
trict progressing favourably according
to local information, but did not visit
it.,,

That telegram is evidence that the State
Mining Engineer has been in the position
to confirm his already expressed favour-
able opinion of the district that will be
served by this railway. He has laid par-
ticular stress on the fact that it is essen-
tial for the development of the mines
that mining timber should be procured.
Owing to the fact that practically the
whole of the mining timbers have been
cut out within considerable aistance of
Sandstone, it necessarily follows that, un-
less provision is made for securinig this
timber from then coast at a less
cost than the present, it must have
the effect of very much retarding the de-
velopment of this district. There is an-
other aspect of the case, and that is that
a considerable agitation has been aroused
with a view to securing the construction
of the railway to Black Range f rom
Leonora. Hut when it is recollected that
the distance fromn Gerald ton to Sandstone
is practically about one-half the distance
from Fremantle to Black Range via
Leonora, members will realise when all
the circumstances are taken into consider-
ation that the construction of the line
should proceed from Mount Magnet.
Most members, I think, generally approve
of the principle that every ]natural port
is entitled to the trade due to it from its
position, and in this case, if inquiry is
made into the subject, it must be recog-
nised that the trade of that district is
due to the port of Geraldton.

Mr. Underwood: Why not start from
Dowerin?7

Railway Bill.
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The PREMIER: It would cost a fortune
to build a line from Dowerin. You
mean that the line should go straight
north? If the line were built from Dow-
erin. I would pity the people of Black
Range wvho would have to pay the addi-
tional freight; but I scarcely think the
member for Pilbarra suggests that as a
good al-gumnent. If lie does, possibly
someone my suggest that his district
might be reached from Nannine instead
of building a railway from the coast to
Marble Bar.

Mr. Bathi : He suggests starting this
line from Goonialling.

The PREMIER: Yes; and I say that
perhaps the member for Cue, for in-
stance. niiglht suggest that Marble Bar
would be better served by a railway from
Nannine than from Port Hedland.

M1 r. Johnson: For goodness sake, do
not suggest anything of that sort. If
you do, we will have all sorts of notices
of motion.

The PREMIER: If the railivay were
constructed via Leonora as suggested by
somec people, the people at Black Range
could still get their goods from Gerald-
ton by railway and road cheaper than via
Leonora by railway. The cost is
now Aii per ton from Mt. Magnet to
Black Range by road, and £4 per ton by
rail to Mt. Magnet from Gcraldton. That
will give members an idea of the railway
charges that would be entailed were the
line constructed via Leonora. I have al-
ready given some idea of the amount of
traffic that passes over the road, and
there is every likelihood of its in-
creasing, and that the people of
the district have every faith in the
locality is evidenced by the fact that
something like £C340,000 has been in-
vested within a short distance of the
Sandstone Hotel, and it will be recollected
that quite recently when a land sale was
held at Sandstone 108 lots were sold and
realised a total sunm of £15,882. That is
an evidence that the people in that local-
ity are satisfied that there is a good future
ahead of it. The Commonwealth authori-
ties also have recognised that fact, as on
Saturday last I had the pleasure of com-
pleting a deal with the representative of
the Commonwealth Government for a

post-office site for the sum of £450. The
dividends paid by the Black Range Gold
Mining Co. from the 20th January, 1005,
to the 24th August, 1906 amounted to
£23,025 and by the Black Range Mining
Co. £E25,250; or a total of £48,875. These
two mines are now owned 4' the same
company, and are known as the Hans
Irvine. At the present time there are
82 stamps constantly working between
Maninga Marley and Sandstone, while at
Birrigrin, M3ontague Range, some 15-
head are employed. It is satisfactory to
learn that the average return from crush-
iugs in the Black Range district is now
given officially at 1.48 ounces per ton.
Mr. 'Montgomery has since returned from
the goldfields, aid has made an exhaus-
tive farther report. I do not wish to
weary members with it, and later on I
will place it on the table. He says:-

"Speaking generally the district has
developed very satisfactorily, and
though it has not realised the extrava-
gant expectations that were frequently
entertained by many persons a year or
so ago, neither has it given justification
for the pessimistic opinions which one
often hears expressed now."

There have been letters in various news-
papers expressing doubts as to the per-
mnency of these fields, but I maintain
that if we are going to stand still every
time a raven croaks, Western Ausralia
will never move ahead. We must be pre-
pared to take a certain amount of risk;
and I feel satisfied that in autborising
the Construction of this railway the coun-
try will find it a sound investment. Mr.
Montgomery farther states:-

"New discoveries are being continu-
ally made throughout the field, extend-
ing the area of known anriferous
ground. This auriferous belt may now
he said to stretch, somewhat discontin-
uously, from Mount Townsend on the
north to Coorang (or the Youanne
Well) on the south, a distance of over
100 miles. On this occasion I did not
visit the Montague Range portion of
the field, being most concerned with
the development in the larger mines
more immediately to be served by the
proposed railway, but acording to the
information obtained at Black Range
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front residents of Hirrigrin and M~on-
tague Range, there was little difference
in the general position of affairs there
from that described in my previous re-
port. At Sandstone the Oroya-Black
Range Co. have done a large amount of
work on *the Sandstone reef, and have
put up) a very fine 20-head battery,
cyanide p~lantl. rock-dirilling outfit and
windii, plant, and have become regu-
lar producers of gold. The Black
Range Co. have also greatly improved
their plant both for mining and mill-
ing and are doing good work trnder-

ground. Both of these Mines have
been rumioured to have become greatly
impovrishedl in the lowvest levels, hut
this is not the ease at all, there being
large bodies of payable ore in both in-
stances opened up in these levels."

Mr. Troy: The pessimistic remarks
were made by interested p~arties.

The PREMIER: I would like to make
a point of this portion of Mr. Mont-
gomiery's report:

"1 could see nothing to justify any
fear that the ore in these reefs would
not live downwards as wvell as in any
mines of the State; on the coiltrary, it
is of a sort from which one expects
g-reat persistency, b~eing dense, graini-
hir, bluish-coloured quartz, carrying
a good deal of iron pyrites embedded
and enclosed in its substance and as-
sociated with gold."

That is the report of the State Mining
Engineer, and he also furnishes a table
showing the gold won year by year and
farther information with regard to the
cost of transport to the field and the
necessity for making provision for sup-
plies of firewood and mining tiniber. I
may say in this connection that provision
has beep made for a large area of coun-
try to be reserved for firewood in the
vicinity-that is, reserved exclusively for
the mines in that locality, so that we shall
not have a repetition of the spectacle wit-
nessed recently in the case of Nannine,
where other districts secured firewood
which really belonged to Nannine, owing
to its being the closest centre to that
forest. Nannine inine-owners had to
send in many cases considerable distances

down the railway, past Cue- [Mr. Hol-
Man: Past Magnet] -for firewood sup-
plies. The point I want to make is that
the miine-owners at Nannine have to pay
more for firewood now than those at
Cue. On this question 3fr. M3ontgomiery
states: -

"In working the larger reefs a good
deal of long and heavy timber is re-
quired, and this has now mostly to be
broughlt from the Midland Railway
line. While ordinary mulga mining
timber is costing the Black Range G.M1.
Co. 51/-A. to 6d. per lineal foot, long
gilm timber costs themn 2s. 9d. per foot.
The Oroya-Black Range mine in six
week just previously to my visit used
heavy timber to the value of £603,
eosting over 2s?. a foot. The Blaek
Hanges G.M. Co's. mining timber ex-
penditure for the first si motho
the present year is put down in their
published accounts as £357 s. 5d."

In conclusion, I should like to say I have
endeavoured to obtain all information
which I expected would be of value to
members in considering this very import-
ant railway proposal; and I think it will
he found, when the matter is given con-
sideration, that the Government are per-
fectly justified in bringing forwvard the
prop~osal for the construction of this line,
wvhich when comipleted will he the first
section of the link which ill unite the
Murchison railway with the Eastern gold-
fields railway system. During the recess
I had the opportunity, with my colleague,
the Colonial Secretaryv, of traversing 'lhe
country between Leonora, Lawlers. Black
Range, and Mount 'Magnet. andt I am sat-
isfied that there is every reasonable pos-
sibility that this line will prove a good
investment for the country. I have en-
deavoured to place before members as
far as possible the mining operations in
the district, the traffic which may reason-
ably be expected, the cost of construe-
tion of the railway and other corelative
information ; and it is now for members
to say' whether they consider this pro-
posed railway, if constructed, will be in
the best interests of the State. I have
very great pleasure in moving the second
readling of this Bill for the construction
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of a railway from 'Mount 'Magnet to
Black Range.

On motion by Mr. Holmnan, debate ad-
jouriied.

BILL-SALE OF GOVERNMENT
PROPERTY.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 17th October.
Mr. T. H, BATH (Brown Hill) : In

regard to this measure, if one admits the
principle which has been adopted by the
Treasurer for the utilisation of this
money, the measure which he has intro-
duced at once becomes necessary; mnd, as
was pointed out by him, he is fulfilling
the representations made by the Audit
Department in providing mahecinery by
which the money can be properly utilised.
My objection to the measure as it has
been introduced by the Treasurer is
chiefly on the groun d of the manner in
which the money is used. The greater
proportion of the proceeds from the sale
of Government property naturally comes
from the sale of property which has been
purchased out of the General Loan
Fund; and when we look up the Esti-
mates, passed not only in 1905-6, but also
last year, we find this money is being
utilised for purposes which hitherto have
been paid for out of Consolidated
Revenue. In looking over the Public Ac-
counts for last financial year, and com-
paring them with the Statistical Abstract
which is issued monthly, one will notice
a discrepancy between the returns of ex-
penditure from General Loan Fund in
the Public Accounts and that in the
Statistical Abstract. I was at a loss to
understand how this discrepancy could
arise, and at first thoughit some mistake
had been made in one of the publications;
*but in the Statistical Abstract the expen-
diture from General Loan Fund on roads
and bridges and public buildings includes,
in addition to the amount provided on
last year's Estimates, the amount also
expended from the sale of Government
properties. So that whoever is respon-
sible for preparing the returns regards
this really in its essence as loan expendi-
ture. The position is that this money has
been borrowed, and it is money on which

we have to pay interest and sialiing fund.
In private undertakings, if one drew on
his capital acount to that extent-sup-
posing a private individual carrying on
any industry had sunk a proportion of
what lie had borrowed in securing a
plant, and later on finding it useless, sold
portion of it with thre idea of securing a
more np-to-date plant-he would not
use the result of that sale for current ex-
penditure, but he would rather invest it
in obtaining plant necessary to carry on
his business in an up-to-date manner.
But the Government take an altogether
different course; they sell Government
property and utilise the money for the
construction of roads, bridges and public
buildings.

The Treasurer: Is that not Govern ment
property I

Mr. BATH : The difference is that
these are not reproductive works. Where
a railway is Proposed it might be a work
which would return interest and sinking
f und; but this money is not invested in
works of that character, and it means
that the taxpayer is called on to make up
the difference when the money is not in-
vested in works of reproductive char-
acter. The position is that the policy in-
augurated in 1905-6 of expending mioney
in this direction, the first tine it has been
imtroduced since Responsible Government
was granted, has been taken advantage
of to a greater extent by the present
Government than previously, to the ex-
tent representing loan expenditure on
buildings of £122,000, and roads and
bridges £18,000, a total expenditure on
non-productive works of £140,000. This
must involve trouble in the future, and
will mean an increased call on the ordi-
nary taxpayer in order to pay our annual
interest and sinking fund bill. And no
one knows better than the Treasurer him-
self that the policy cannot be pursued
for long without involving serious diffi-
culties in the administration of the
finances of Western Ausralia. Probably
the Treasurer acts on. the principle that
it is all very well for current needs, and
as far as he and his colleagues are con-
cerned they will not bear the brunt of
the trouble which will come later on.
Looking at the question not only from the
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present condition of 'Western Australia,
but also from future conditions. and the
burden that it will impose in the future,
I consider the policy a very unwise one.
I entered a protest both in 1905-6 and
1906-7 against the utilisation of this
money in this mianner; and it savours of
veryv unsound finance when we find the
Treasurer reduced to the necessity of dis-
posing of our property in order that he
may make uip the deficiency in the revenue
by utilising general loan fund practically
for the purpose of current expenditure.
I strongly object to this manner of utilis-
iug it, and while one cannot cavil at the
Bill because, as lie says, it is miade neces-
sary by the representations of the Audi-
tor General still the principle involved is
a very unsound one, and one to which I
amn utterly opposed.

The TREASURER (in reply): The
Leader of thle Opposition has made his
remarks rather in opposition to the Esti-
mates and the expenditure of this money,
than to the Bill before the House. Of
course, I admit at once if we are to hold
the opinion that no buildings and no
roads, and nothing in the shape of public
works that does not bring in a direct
revenue to the State are to be constructed
out of loan funds, then perhaps his argu-
Ments are Sound. But I venture to say
anyone knowing the history of Australia
and New Zealand, and thle developmnent
that has taken place in the different
States of the Commonwealth in thle past,
will venture for a mlomient to dispute the
-right of Parliament to utilise loan funds,
when necessity arises, to carry out neces-
sary public works.

Mr. Path: They have grown wiser since
those days, after their disastr-ous experi-
ences,

The TREASURER: That may be;Y if
the system is abused it only follows that'
those who abuse it grow sadder and wiser
men. We have niot, up to the present
stage, anywhere approached an abuse
of thle system of constructing public
works out of loan .funds.

M1r. Bath: We did without it until
1906.

The TREASURER: No, we did niot.
I had sonic figUres to show what bad been
expended out of loan funds on works of

this description, but I have mnislaid them,
unfortunately. So far back as 18.98 in
the history of Western Australia, the suni
of £60O,000 odd was taken from loan to,
make good the deficiency in the revenue.

Mr. Bath: I mean since Responsible
Government.

The TREASURER: Onl two occasions
since Responsible Government, nay, Onl
several occasions, very considerable ex-
penditure (speaking from memory)
amounting to about £360,000 or more has.
been utilised in this way. In Sir John
Forrest's timne, in the early years of Res-
potisible Government, moneys were ex-
pended from loan on buildings and roads.
If one had the figures of the Eastern
States, mnembers would, see that mlany
millions of money, I venture to say some-
thing near 30 millions, have been ex-
pended fromi loan funds; onl works of
this description that the hon. mienber
now takes exception to. In New Zealand
the public works account is kept alto-
gether apart from the fact as to whether
the funds were raised by loan or comue
fromt revenue;, and in addition to that,
fromn time to time when they have a sur-
plus they transfer sonic of the money
from revenute, and construct works fromt
that account. If mni emory serves me
aright, here again some 8 millions of loan
mnoney or nearer 10 millions have been
expended onl roads, bridges, and buildings
in New Zealand from this account which
is so largely complosed of loan mioneys.
Of course it is ver~y easy to say we should
not utilise this mnoney, hut what does thle
hon. mnember suggest in place of it? So
far back as four years ago the sum of
£C60,000 odd has been accumulating to
this trust account, for the reasons I ex-
plained comlplicating the accounts, and
they could not continue to keep them if
they haml to give credit to the loan items
for these sales that take place from time
to time. True, it is the proceeds of pro-
perty which has all had to be purchased
out of loan moneys, hut what does the
hon. mnember suggest iii place of this?
I suppose he suggests that we should take
the proceeds of the sales of Government
property and redeem certain portions of
our loan indebtedness.

[ASSEMBLY.] Properly Bill.
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Mr1. Bath : Or put it in another repro-
ductive work.

he TREASURER: What is the posi-
tioni We have sinking funds which are
accumulating at a very rapid rate to
mature all our loans, practically at the
date of maturity. These sinking funds
range from one per cent. to three per
cent., and in addition to that the hon.
member would take the proceeds of Gov-
erment property sales and redeem our
loan indebtedness in addition to saddling
the current year's expenditure with the
amount of the interest and sinking fund.
That would he overrating the matter en-
trLAy.

.1r Bath: If you expended too much
money onl non-productive works, the
sinking fund would be a burden.

Th le -TREASURER: We are not ex-
pending ton miuch. We are saving a
large amount to thle State in utilising the
money in the way I suggest. Admitting
we mitus9t have these buildings, for no one
wants to see these school buildings which
are to be provided out of this fund left
anbuilt; admitting that we must spend
the money, and admitting if we have not
the necessary revenue to spend on these
buildings, ivill the hon. member suggest
that we should do away with these school
buildings because at the present juncture
we have a shrinkage in thle revenue and
cannot build them. I do not think he
would, I do not think he would be a party
to such a suggestion, therefore we should
c~onsftuct the buildings from loan funds,
providing from the consolidated revenue
thle necessary interest and sinking fund.
If we are doing that we are doing all
that is expected of us at the present time.
To go farther; if we redeem part of our
loans with this £60,000 or £70,000, what
would be the result! I should have to
go to the market to raise farther loan
money tor' the purpose of carrying out
the necessary buildings; I should lose be-
tween three per cent, and four per cent.
in fihe operation; I should have to take
the £70,000 which I have lying at the
Tr-easury and redeem certain Government
debentures, Or inscribed stock, with the
one band, and theni go back to the same
people again for money, losing three per
cent. or four per cent. in the transaction.

Would that he good finance? I say it
would not. The position is safeguarded
to this extent, the whole thing is under
the control of Parliament, and the effect
of passing the Bill only enables the
account to be kept in proper style in the
Treasury, while it has been kept illegally
uip to thle present time. We should
authorise the account to be kept in this
style, and it is for Parliament to say how
the money will be expended wvhen dealing
with the Estimates. If members in their
wisdom say we shall not expend the
money, that it shall lie in the Treasury,
then they have to vote against the Esti-
mates which have been submitted. But
if they view it in the same light as they
viewed it last year when I submitted my
Estimates, they will pass the Estimates as
indicated and the money will be spent
iii the erection of school buildings, and
in the construction of certain roads. I
hope the House will see with mne that in
passing the measure they are doing no
harm, for the matter is entirely in their
own hands to deal with when the Esti-
mates are under consideration,

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitee.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, the
report adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1907-S.
In Committee of Supply.

Restumed from the previous day, Mr.
flaglish in the Chair.

TRtEASURY DEPARTMEFNT ANT) ADMiNIS-
TRATIVE BRANCHES: (Hon. F. Wilson,
Treasurer).

Vote- Treasury, £12,103:
Inspection of Liquor in Licensed

Houses-Itein, Chief Inspector, £300:
Mr. HOLMAN: People vomiplained

that touch (of the liquor sold, especially in
out-back places, was of bad quality.
Would thme inspectors he instracted to
visit such places?

The TREASURER: The itnspectors
were doing excellent work. Since the
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beginning of the financial year Chief In-
spector Lee had visited the North-West,
and it was intended that he should travel
wherever necessary to see thiat the Act
was complied wvith. Even on the gold-
fields only a few remote centres had not
been -visited; and they would be reached
in due course.

31r. Holnaiz: Any convictions'
The TREASURER: Yes.
Air. BATH: Visitors to Perth com-

plained that the quality of the liquor
here was far worse than oil the goldfields.

Tender Board Salaries-Item, Jnspec-
tor of Clothing, £175:

Air. JOHNSON: What -were this
officer's dutties? Did he enforce the pro-
vision against sweating in Government
contracts for the manufacture of police
uniformis? Such a condition was imposed
by Executive Council minute.

The TREASURER: The inspector's
chief duty was to see that goods were
according to samplle and specification;
but he had also a general supervision, and
it would certainly be his duty to report
anything in the nature of sweating con-
trary to the termis of the contract.

Mr. JOHNSON believed that when be-
fore the select committee on sweating
the inspector said it was not his duty to
enforce the conditions of the contract,
but merely to see that the proper material
was used. Would his duties he extended?

Mir. TAYLOR: In the past, at all
events, the inspector had never been in-
structed to deal with sweating, but merely
to see that material and work-nanship
were according to samnple and specifica-
tion. He (Mr. Taylor) when Colonial
Secretary, added the duty of seeing to
the fit of police uniforms. When the
Tailors and Tailoresses' Union com-
plained to him of sweating hie had to use
the detective force to investigate the con-
ditions, and found Government contr-act
work being finished in the homes of the
workers. The inspector had no power,
and could not give any information. His
powers should he extended to deal with
sweating, which, it is said, was worse now
than when the select committee sat last
year.

Generally, with Incidentals, £2,200:
Mr. BATH: There was an increase of

£C441 in the incidental expenses. Thle
Treasurer should set an example to other
Ministers instead of increasing the cost
of administration.

The TREASURER: Thle increase was
brought about by the inclusion of items
which, were previously charged to other
votes. The cost of printing the financial
returns and the Estimates was included
under this item for the ftirst time, amount-
ing to about £2.30, also £112 for an
adding machine which had been author-
ised and wou(d bring abouit a saving rn
office labour. There was also the expense
of inaugurating the card system of keep-
ing accounts, which meant anl immediate
increase of expenditure but anl ultimate
saving.

Inspection of Liquor in Liceiised
Houses, £00:

Mir. STUART: The inspection in re-
gard to spirits on the goldfields was some-
what crude. Stricter inspection should
he insisted on. There were niany com-
plaints, for instance at the Kalgoorlie
racecourse, against the quality of the
spirits sold.

[Discussion on Tenrder Board System.]
Tender Board Incidentals, £1,000;
Mr-. HOLMAN: For years one firm in

the plumihing trade in the metropolitan
area had secured nearly all the plumbing
work of the Puhlic Works Department.
No tenders had been called. Only within
the past few months, when attention had
beeni drawn to the matter, had the Mini-
ster promised some alteration. But bows
had it been possible for one firin to get
work to the extent of thoniands of pound-,
without tenders being called? Plumbin@
work worth £5 was not always required
in a hurry, and tenders should he adver-
tised to giv-e every firn the opportninih
of securing the work.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Attention had been recently drawn by one
of the plumbers in Perth to the fact thai
practically the whole of . the jobbing
work had been given to one firm; and
having gone into the matter, he (thE
Minister) had then given instructions thai
a list of competent plumbers was to be
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drawvn tip and that all urgent wvork was to
be given to the firms on this list each month
in turn, while for small jobs that were
not of an urgent nature quotations wvere
to be obtained fromt the different firms
on the list, and for big works tenders
were to be called. That was the system
now in vogue. The state of affairs in
the past was not suitable, and immiedi-
ately attention had been drawn to it the
matter had been rectified.

Mr. BATH called attention to the
following paragraph in the report of the
ex-Coinmissioner of Railwvays:

"In the purchase of stores and
materials, I regret vry niueh flint the
system of Tender Board, etc., has not,
in my opinion, been of 1)enefit to the
Department, and would not be tolerated
by any business firm desirous of keep-
ing out of the Bankruptcy Court.
From time to time, to the various
Governments under whom I have had
the hionour to serve, representations on
this matter have been made. I under-
stand that new arrangements are now
under consideration, and I trust that
some more satisfactory scheme will be
evolved."

'That was a severe indictment of the
Tender Board.

The TREASURER: The Tender Board
wasq rliig excellent work, and had put
.the system of purchasing goods for the
State on a sounder footing than it had
been in the old days when millions of
pounds worth of plant and goods of
-every description were purchased through
the Agent General's office, often without
the formality of tenders being called.
The system was in the old days for cer-
tain firms to be on a list as approved
manufacturers, and if anything was ur-
gently needed a cablegram was sent home
and these firms would be asked to put in
prices. The inauguration of the Tender
Board was a new era in this respect, and
the board did excellent work. The Gov-
ernment would not now revert to the old
system, and had given instructions that
tenders should be called for all require-
ments. Tenders were called in London
-and Perth simultaneously, so that our
own merchants, manufacturers, and
agents had the chance of doing business.
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Of course certain goods at times had to
be specified, and the ex-Commissioner of
Railways took advantage of that wvhen-
ever he thought it necessary; yet tenders
were called for these special lines through
the Tender Board so that merchants and
others could tender for them. Perhaps
there might lhave been a little delay at
times, but if the ex-Commisssioner of
Railways had looked far enough ahead
for his requirements there would have
been no cause for couiplaint in that res-
pect. [it fact the. delay of the depart-
mient in getting out specifications of
their requirements was often more serious
than the delay occasioned by the Tender
Board.

Mr. MALE: What would be the posi-
tion of the Tender Board when the new
Stores Department was inaugurated I
Would it not be portion of the duty of
the Stores Department to look after in-
denting or purchasing storesi

The TREASURER: The report of the
special board appointed to consider the
question of the stores was contained in
the annual report of the Public Service
Commissioner. The recommendation was
that the Tender Board should have con-
trol of the stores.

Mr. STUART: The Public Service
Cormimissioner in his report had made the
following- remarks with regard to the
Tender Board Regulations:-

" We find the Tender Board Regu-
lations clash with the Audit Act and
the Treasury Regulations thereunder."

At 6.15, the Chairn left the Chair.
At 7.30, Mr. Hudson took the Chair.

Mr. TROY: During the past 12 months
the fact that certain contractors had not
been carrying out the conditions with re-
gard to the employment of Asiatics had
been brought under his notice. One of
the regulations provided that no person
who employed Asiatic labour should be
given a tender to supply Government
departments, but as a matter of fact this
regulation was being ignored. He recol-
lected the case of a person who secured
a tender for supplyitig forage for horses
belonging to the Police and Mines Water
Supply Departments. It was ascertained
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that the forage was taken from the head
of the line by teams driven by Afghans.
The Tender Board asked for an explana-
tion of this, and the contractor replied
that the order for forage was supplied
from his store by white labour, and his
cart notes showed that the goods were
carted from the nearest railway station
by teams driven by white persons. It
wvas anl easy matter to get a cart note
fixed up. He would be glad if the
Treasurer would inform him. what the
exact regulation was and whether it pro-
vided that no person could have a Gov-
erment contract who employed Asiatic
labour in any shape or form; or did the
regulation not go so far as to prohibit
goods being carted from the head of a
line to any certain district where they
we re wanted, by Asiatic labour.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The same thing
that the previous speaker bad referred to
existed in the Pilbarra district, and the
successful tenderer for forage largely
employed Afghans to cart his stuff. Comn-
plaints had been received from the other
tendere-s with regard to this matter, for
they had tendered onl the understanding
that nil wvork should be done by wvhite
labour. The successfnl tenderer was
practically carting all his stuff through
the imediumn of Afghans.

The TREASURER: Although lie was
not in a position then to say whether the
statemients made by the imembers were
absolutely correct, he believed that the
storekeeper in question was having his
goods carted by Afghans who controlled
camel teams. He was not conversant with
the exact wording of the conditions of
the tender, but he should say that it pro-
bably stipulated that the successful tenl-
derer should not employ Asiatics. By
that he thought it was meant that the
contractor should not have Asiatics in
his employ or onl his pay-sheets, but hie
would not conistrue it to mean that the
contractor should not allow his goods to
be conveyed from the head of the line to
his store by cattel teams. It would be a
very difficult matter to follow up every
article in a store and to know how it
was carted to thiat store. The Tender
Board were not responsible, as they called
tenders under the ordinary conditions of

contract and the contract was concluded
tinder those conditions. If there wvere a
breach of these conditions it was a matter
for the department obtaining the goods
to look into.

Air. TROY: The only tenders let by the
department were for forage, and it would
be easy to trace the way in which the
forage reacherd the contractor. The man
whio got the tender for the forage to
which he had referred, secured it on the
understanding that he would have all the
goods carted by white labour. Despite
the fact that lie was supplying the goods
direct from the store by means of white
labour the forage was carried over the
greater portion of the distance it had to
travel by Asiatic labouir. What was the
use of having a regulation if it was not
enforced?~ Thc regulaton said that the
successful contractor must not uiti-
lise Asiatic labour at all. The
Treasurer had just said hie did not
know what the conditions were,
but surely he should be in a position to
supply that information to the House.
If Asiatics were to be allowed to cart the
forage the regulation might just as well
be struck out altogether.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The question
was whether the forage was to be handled
by Asiatics or not. Fodder could be pur-
chased onl the North-West coast for £6
or £7, but when it was needed at Marble
Bar or Nullagine it cost anl additional
£10 or £:12 per ton to cart it, therefore as
the Afghans had the carting work they
received more money for the article than
anyone else, and surely therefore it could
be said that the work was being done by
Asiatic labour. The whole question re-
quired looking- into in view of future
tenders. There should be a drastic regu-
lation inset-ted, providing that the fodder
should not be handled at all by Asiatics.

Mr. SCADDAN: Some time ago the
Stores Inquiry Board was appointed, and
in their report recommended that a stores
manager should be, appointed to work
out the scheime which they had formiu-
lated. Judgiiig from the Estimates, hlow-
ever, no provision was made for the
app)ointmlent of such anl officer, and he
would ask the Government whether they
intended to comply with that and the
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other recommendations of the board. Up
to now no notification had been given
as to the intentions of the Government
with regard to the report.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The
stores question could not be discussed
under the present item.

Mr. SCADDAN was speaking now
on the item "Incidental," and surely
that enabled comment to be made con-
cerning the Stores Inquiry Board.

Mr. TROY: The Tender Board had
certain conditions inserted in their ten-
ders, and it was hoped that by carrying
out those conditions sweating would be
abolished in connection with Government
contracts. The select committee which
had inquired, into sweating in a previous
session were unanimious that some other
conditions were needed to provide against
sweating. Did the Treasurer intend, to
allow the present conditions to continue,
and were contracts to be taken is they
had been in the past?

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The hon.
member wvas out of order. The item re-
lated to office expenses.

Mr TROY: There were dozens of
people in the State employed in.Govern-
mnent work earning only a sweating wage,
and he intended to take every opportu-
nity of making that knowledge prominent.
If the Government advertised certain con-
ditions they should see that those condi-
tions were carried out.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN had
already ruled the member out of order.
He should not permit this discussion.

Mr. ANGWIN: What method was
adopted in placing before merchants the
materials required for certain work A
little while ago tenders were called for the
supply of spring steel. The price ten-
dered was £25 per ton. This steel was
of a superior quality to that required.
Some time afterwards tenders were called
for springs manufnetured, and the tender
for one class of springs was £15 per ton
and for another class £C19 per ton, show-
ing that owing to the manner in which the
tenders were drawn up the cost of the
raw material was greatly in excess of
the manufactured article. The Tender
Board required a launch. They first in-
spected a launch in the State and after-

wards put in the advertisement the exact
size and speed of the launch which they
had inspected as that reqnired by the de-
partment. The launch inspected meas-
ured 31 feet long, 6 feet 8 inches beam,
2 feet 6 inches draught, and the speed
wvas 7 knots. The advertisemuent for the
supply of a launch asked for a launch
not less than 30 feet long, 6 feet 8 inches
beam, 2 feet 6 inches draught, and 7
kniots, exactly the size of the launch in-
spected.

Mr. Johnson: Was that Mr. Moss's
launch?

Mr. STUART: Tenders were called by
the Tender Board for the carriage of
police sup plies in out-back districts, and
according to the tender form with which
business people in the back country were
supplied the material had to be handled
by British labour. Why were not the
conditions complied with, and the mate-
rial handled by British labour? If the
conditions were not carried out the con-
tracts should he cancelled.

Mr. SCADDAN: Did the Treasurer in-
tend to pass by the charges made by the
member for East Fremantle, who had
pointed out that a certain launch had
been inspected, the dimensions taken and
then tenders called for a launch of the
exact size of the one inspected, thus pre-
venting other persons from tendering?
Perhaps the Minister for Works might be
able to explain this matter.

.The Mlinister for W~orkes: Those were
the minimum dimensions.

The TREASURER: The question of
this steam launch was threshed ouit last
-year. The member for East Fremantle
bad made no charge whatever against the
Government. The complaint was that a
certain launch had been inspected and
found suitable for the purposes of the
department, but not satisfied with it and
the price quoted, tenders were called for
a steam launch of a similar size, not less
than a certain length and a certain beamn.

Mr. Edetn: There was no other launch
in the State of that size.

The TREASURER: If tenders were
called for a launch of not less than 30
feet in length, that gave everyone a
chance of tendering for the supply of a
launch above 30 feet in leugh. if there
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was no other launch in the State of that
size but this one, the Government were not
responsible for that. Were the Govern-
ment to blame for purchasing a launch
that camne uip to departmental require-
ments? If, as alleged, the Tender Board
paid £25 fur spring steel, they paid too
much. But such off-hand statements
could not lbe accepted without proof.
Whenever possible the Government would
purchase goods manufactured in the
State.

MRr. ANOWIN: It "'as said that a cer-
tain brand of imported steel was speci-
fied, thus giving local muahers no chance
of tendering. As to the launch, hie had
not alleged any irregularity; but the ten-
ders called for a launch of definite dimien-
sions except in regard to length, and
similar to the launch already inspected.
This was unfair, for when so many
launches were available, all the owners
should have a chance.

The T'reasurer: Then other launches
were available?

Mr. TROY: Did the Tender Board ar-
range for the insertion of all Govern-
ment. advertisements in the daily papers?

The TREASURER: The advertising
clerk in the Treasury arranged the dis-
tribution and the prices of advertisements,
hut each department supplied its own
subject matter.

Vote (for Subdivisions 1 to 8, Treas-
ury .212,103) put and passed.

[Discussion on Care of Aborigines.]
Vota-.I borigines, £C5,500:
Mr. TROY: Since the passing of last

year's Estimates inspectors of aborigines
were appointed. By whom wvere they
appointed, and were they uinder the juris-
diction of the Public Service Conuis-r
stoner?9

The TREASURER: Two travelling ii'-
spectors; had been appointed temporarily
by him (the Treasurer) on the recoin-
inendatiuin of the Chief Protector, shortly
after the new Act was passed. Subse-
quently the Commissioner pointed out
that the matter should have been arranged
through himn, and the inspectors were
then instructed to fill up the usual appli-
cation forms. The inspectors had done
excellent work. One of them, Mr. Isdcll,

an ex-inember of this House. of great
cxlpcrience in the -North-West, had covered
some 2,000 miles in his official journeys,
and reported that the aborigines as a
whole were fairly well treated. MINr. Far-
ti~ve, the other inspector, who had visited
the stations iii the Victoria, Gascoyne, and
Ashhurtoin districts, also reported favour-
ably. Mr. Isdell was now at Broome,
having in spec ted the whole of the North-
West. Venereal diseases amnongst ther
aborigines gave great trouble to the
Government; and Bernier- and Barrow
Islands had been temporarily reserved for
lock hospitals. For this purpose £2,000
was provided,' thus swelling the vote to
f5,5000, in addition to the £10,000 pro-
vided by statute. Bernier Island had
already been inspected by Mr. Farti6re,
and the inspector was now on his way to
Barrow Island. The islands, if found
suitable, would be converted into hospi-
tals, and the Medical Department would
take over the administration, as it was
not economical to have two sets of miedi-
cal officers. The funds would he pro-
vided from this vote. Relief was admrini-
stered to 996 crippled, aged, or desti-
tute natives, and cost £7,946. Grants to
institutions such as mission stations, for
the care and education of aboriginal and
half-caste children, amounted to £1,974,
and the balance of the expenditure for
the year, which totalled £13,964, repre-
sented clothing, medical atenda ace, the
cost of defending native prisoners, trans-
port, etcetera, including the distribution
of blankets, which some people thought
dlid not conife r nuch benefit on the natives
The Government looked for good results
fromn the labour of the inspectors.

Mr. HEITMAWN: The Treasurer was
trusting to the inspectors; but what about
the Aborigines Department in Perth?
Who was its head*' How many officers
were there, and how was the money
spent?

Air. HOL'NJIAN: The Treasurer's state-
~nent was neither important nor enlight-
ening. It seemed strange that the re-
ports of the inspectors and of the depart-
ment were not tabled. The information
available as to the evenditure of mnoney
in relieving the aborigines was frequently
insufficient. Allowances were made to
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certain squatters. At one station near
Bangeiall a squatter was entrusted with
the means, of assisting forty natives; but
there could hardly, be so many in the dis-
trict. InI fact, in all the goldfields where
allowances of this kind were made, not
twenty per cent. of the natives there a
few years ago could now be found; yet
the same number of blankets, for inst-
anee, were provided. The inspectors might
well investigate this matter. This de-
partinent was one of the most unsatisfac-
tory in the service. Not fifty per cent. of
the mnoney went in relieving the natives.
The lock hospital ought to do good.
Venereal diseases could best be prevented
by not permitting Asiatics to have access
to the natives. The diseases were not
confined to the natives of the North-West.
They existed also among natives on
the goldields. 'Was anything being done
to prevent their spread there? Apparen-
tly thme condition of time natives was
worse than before, and measure s should
be taken to make the declining years of
the natives better. The report of the
Aborigines Department was not before
members this year to enable them to) ace
how the money had beeii expended by
the departmuent. It would seem there was
soome imotive in withholding the report.

aft. G-ULL: If members fromt the back
country saw where the department was
being despoiled by the squatters of the
umoney doled out for the natives, why did
they not report it? Any complaint
would be looked into. If the Government
would not take notice of complaints the
pressure of public opinion woutd compel
them to do so. He would ask the
Treasurer if there had been any reports
of the shocking misdoings of tho squat-
ters in robbing the country of the few
pounds provided for the natives. Of
course there were none, but there was
always the tendency on the p~art of muem-
bers opposite to throw stones at the
squatters.

Mr. BATH: The hon. member's lecture
would have been more reasonable had
somte instance been given wben! mnenm-
hers of the Opposition had thrown stones
at the squatters. The member for Mur-
chison bad been referring to what hap-
pened on the goldfields, which was dis-

tinct front what happened in thle squat-
ting- districts. We would not have satis-
factory administration in the Aborigines
Department until there wvas some gentle-
man in control located in a, central place
where the necvessities of the department
were greatest. Recently a miemuber of
the Houmsc of Commons had asked a, qu~es-
tion in regard to the neck-chains, and the
miatter had been yentilated in a way not
altogether creditable to Western Austra-
lia; and recently, the Melbourne Crimi-
nological Society had sent him (Mlr.
Bath) a communication making inquiries
into the sanie subject. He had secured
information from the Treasurer on the
subject to send to the society, but the
fact that there was a difference of
opinion on the matter should make us
watchful to remedy any abuses that might
exist so that we could reply on matters
where criticism was not actually justified.
InI the last report of the Commissioner of
Police the Commissioner dealt with this
snbject and said:

"On the subject of our responsibili-
ties to natives I desire to say a -word or
two in defence of a practice which has
been deemned erLiel by thlose W'0 haVe no0
first-hand 'knowledge of the mnatter. I
refer to the system of chaining natives
by the neck. I strongly support it.
There are only three other ways; of
securing natives, any of which upon
examination will appear less humane.
than the present niethod."

Dr. Roth who reported on the condition
of the natives must be credited with first-
hand kniowledge of tile natives.

The Premier: Very little. Dr. Roth
did not go off the coast.

Mr. I3ATH: Dr. Roth had many years'
experience and an intimate knowledge of
the niatives in Queensland. That gentle-
man in his report made reference to the
question of neck chaining and said:

"Authority for this is to be found in
No. 647 of the Police Reg-ulitions,
which states that 'the practice of chain-
ing them by the neck must not be re-
sorted to except in cases -where the
prisoners are of a desperate character,
or have been ar-rested at a considerable
distance in the bash;- or when travelling
by sea, they are near the land to which
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they' belongI and it is necessary to
adopt special measures to secure them.
Even then the practice must not be
adopted if it can be avoided."'

Also:-
"Your Commissioner recommends the

abolition of neck-chains and their sub-
stitution by wrist-cuffs, one prisoner's
right hand being connected by chain to
his neighbour's left. All the officers in
charge of the three North-Western
gals admit that by this method the
transport of prisoners could be effected
in safety."

Farther on Dr. Roth said:
"Though the Comptroller General

of Prisons has no legal authority for
using neck-chains at all, and there are
no regulations as to wveight and mode
of fixation, he has nevertheless given
instructions for their employment in
the case of natives. His predecessor
gave similar instructions."1

Yet we had it on the authority of the
Commissioner of Police, who must act on
the advice of the people of the North,
that neck-chaining was the most humane
system, and that only those who did not
possess first-hand knowledge of abori-
gines were opposed to the system. Be-
tween the opinion expressed by Dr. Roth
and that expressed by the Commissioner
of Police there was a great discrepancy;
but seeing that the weight of evidence,
that of Dr. Roth and that of officials
in the North, was against neck-chaining,
it would seem we were rather unwise ia
inviting adverse criticism in Australia and
the old country by continuing the system
to which expert opinion was opposed. It
was unfortunate we did not have the re-
port of the Aborigines Department giving
the opinion of the Protector of Abori-
gines, and showing whether the Govern-
meat had gone into the matter to really
decide which was the more advisable of
the systems.

Nir. EWING: With regard to the ap-
pointment of a successor to the present
Chief Protector of Aborigines it must
not be forgotten that the gentleman who
was now on leave bad done great service
to the country, was of advanced years,
and would probably retire from the posi-
tion before long. When his successor

came to be appointed the Government
should see that he travelled right through
the North-West and studied the habits of
the natives for himself. The new man
wvouldl have to be a good administrator.

Mir. UNDERWOOD: The Treasurer
had stated that good work was being done
by the inpeetors; but hie got that know-
ledge from the reports of the inspectors
themselves, and they would not he likely
to be anything but commiendatory of their
own efforts. The question of building
hospitals was certainly a step in the right
direction, and if they were erected and
worked properly the whole of the vote
for the aborigines would be justified. At
present a ]arge proportion of the vote was
wasted in administration and the natives
got very little of the money. They had
heard of the great wvork that Mr. IsdelI
had done by travelling 2,000 miles, but
after all it was not a big undertaking
considering that lie occupied a year over
it. A man could walk 100 miles in a
week, and the trip might well be done in
20 week-s. He had discussed with the
present Chief Protector of Aborigines
questions affecting the natives, and had
come to the conclusion that that gentle-
man knew practically nothing about the
aborigines. It was waste of public
money to pay a salary to a man who was
supposed to look after somithing he knew
nothing about. One did not desire to de-
tract froma the other merits of the Chief
Protector, but he certainly knew nothing
about the habits of the aborigines. They
should have an officer in that position who
nderstood the subject.

Air. H. BROWN: With regard to the
neck-chain question he differed altogether
from those who objected to it. He had
had experience of the natives in South
Africa and could tell members that in
comparison with them the aborigines here
were most leniently treated. In South
Africa the natives were practically civil-
ised, and yet in the former place they
ised and yet in the former place they were
chained by leg-chains which were
riveted on then, and were kept there some-
times for six or seven years. No outcry
had occurred in South Africa with regard
to the treatment of the natives. Dr. Roth
was the greatest humbug the State had
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ev-er imported, and one was pleased to see
that the Governmnt took so little notice
of his reports that they carried out hardly
any of his recomimendations. The future
Protector of Aborigines should go far
more among the natives than the present
one did, and then be would be able to
speak from his own personal knowledge.

The TREASURER: The Chief Protec-
tor of Aborigines ('Mr. Prinsep), who was
now on leave, would retire from the ser-
vice at the termination of his leave. He
was one of the most humiane men Ile (the
Treasurer) had ever met. [31r. li-
mann: Quite right, but lie (lid not know
his business.] 'Mr. Prinsep did his best
and lie had the interests of the natives at
heart, and he did everything he possibly
could to relieve those who were destitute,
crippled, aged or blind, or suffering from
disease. The Chief Protector had always
done his level best, and although perhaps
that best might not meet -with the ap-
proval of all mnembers, still there were
veryv few mien wvhio could Hill that position
satisfactorily to every member of the
House. It was a ver ' difficult post to
fill because of the niecessity to emiploy
outside aid in the distribution of relief.
Ever since lie had takev charge of the
department hie had tried to put a cheek
on the distribution of rations and cloth-
ing. hut up to the presenit he had heeni
unable to get a satisfactory solution of
the difflcuilty. He had to trust to the per-
niaiezit residenits in tine districts and
others who distributed the relief to the
natives and( who sent in the returns. Some
cheek was provided by the travelling in-
sp~ectors, for they went round the stations
and saw for them-selves approximately
the number of natives being- relieved. He
wtas again going into the q nestion with the
Auditor General whom lie had asked to
advise -is to the best skystem to adopt for
check-ing distribution of relief. It meant
an e-xpenditure of £8,000 a year and care
should bie taken to see that this large sum
was properly and usefuilly expended. He
,was sorry' that the memiber for Pilhan'a
had endenvoured to belittle the efforts of
Inspector ladell, for lie was a na'whom
every mnemrber esteemie,1. Allt knew that
he would hionestlyv en ry out his duties.
The jOUrney hie had taken (i' 2,000 miles

was no smnall undertaking. It was idle to
say that a man. could walk 100 miles a
week in such country, and in the circum-
stances connected with Nfr. Isdell's case,
where he had to visit every centre, make
inquiries to see that those in charge of
the natives were carrying out their
duties, inquire as to complaints, etcetera.
As to the nieck-chaining the Leader of the
Opposition had asked what the Chief
Protector thought of it. That officer
was distinctly in favour of neck-chains
as being miore humiane and causing less
injury to tine natives themselves than
either the leg-chains or wrist-chains. By
the niek-chains they were able to use
their limibs wifle making the long marches
f romn inland to the coast. Both the wrist-
chains and the ankle-chains had to he put
on so tightly that chating was set uip and
subsequently this broke out in sores. The
neck--chains, on the other hand, could be
wvorn comparatively lightly and as they
only wveiglhed seven pounds for four
prisonens a native had only to carry a
weight ot about one ind three-quarter-
pounds. wvhieh practically depended froma
is shoulders. The Comnmissioner of

Police was correct when he said that the
neck-chain was preferable either to the
ankle or wrist chain, Dri. Bath: Was a
statement to that effect sent to England?)
Yes; one was sent through thuo Governor
in response. to a cominunication from
Lord Elgin. He had also arranged with
Ur. Prinsep, wheni in London, to inter-
vie'v the Imperial authorities and explain
personally the whole of the system and
the reason why we in Western Australia
preferred that systein to either wrist or
ankle-chiains. The position of Chief
Protector would be vacant very shortly,
and the Covernmlent were now inquiring
as to the best person to fill the position.
It was desired] that a mnan should be ob-
tained who could travel through the
country more than the present Chief Pro-
tector had been able to do. A younger
man was needed and the Public Service
Commissioner was now making inquiries
and would shortly make a recomnienda-
tion in regard to filling the vacancy at the
termination of Alr. Prinlsep's leave of ab-
sence. There was ani idea of amialgama-
timngz two existing ofi(-es. but that idea
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had not Yet mnatured. As soon as pos-
sible the appointment would be made,
first temporarily, and if it worked well
the person would be appointed perman-
ently to the position. Every care would
be taken by the Public Service Commis-
sioner in making inquiries to see if he
could get a good officer to replace Mr.
Prinsep.

Mr. HOtAMAN : Whistha not the re-
port of the AbrgnsDpartmencit been
placed before Parliament? Thle mnember
for Swan had complained of Labour
miemnbers thirowving stones at the squatters,
but after reading the evidence given be-
fore Dr. Roth, evidence taken from
magistrates. police ufIhcqrs, and gaol.
officials, there %%as good ground for
throwing stones at the squatters.

The Minis/er for Mines: When at
Marble Bar Dr. Roth wvas offered a con-
veyance to take him to Corunna Downs,
bu t he refused to go.

Mr. HOLMAN: No one could go on
any run without seeing many half-caste
children. Aks to the distribution of relief,
on several occasions lie had pointed out
that the squatters always returned the
same number of natives on their runs as
receiving relief. -Mr. A. WV. Edgar on
the De Grey always returned 253 females,
Aged, cripplcd and diseased, and 2.5 males,
and lie received assistance for these. At
A place called Bangeniall, a squatter year
after year returned 20 cnippled natives to
whom relief was distributed. The totals
never varied. Grave dissatisfaction ex-
isted iii regard to some of the protectors
on the goldfields areas. A little while
ago there was a disturbance at Wiluna,
the inspection was not good. If the Go-
vernment expended this money they
should see that it was spent oti the natives
and did not go to the pockets of those who
were supposed to distribute relief.

Mr. UNDERWOOD did not desire to
belittle the effoirts of Mr. Isdell, but to
travel 2,000 miles was no feat whatever.
The Minister for Mines travelled several
hundreds of miles wvhen hie was in the
North. The inspector wvas on the road all
the time and had a pack horse with him.
Hie agreed pretty- well with the report of
Dr. Roth, but neck-chains in certain cir-
cunmstances were necessary. He pro-

tested, however, against working the
natives on the roads with neck-chains on.
It was necessary7 to use the neck-chains to
bring natives in from the bush, but the
natives should not be kept continually on
the roads chained by the neck day after
day and year after year. It was brutal
and degrading to work these men contin-
ually with the chains on. The natives
wheni brought in should be kept in gaol,
and if the gaol was not strong enough for
them the Government ought to build one
which was strong enough.

The 'MINISTER FOR MINES: It was
a step in the righlt direction to appoint
protectors to look after the interests of
the blacks in tle' West and Nor'-West
portions of the State. As to the wvork
heinx done by Mr. Isdell, he (thle Minis-
ter) hind] an opportunity of witnessing
that officer's work and hearing from him
what hie was doing. It was rather early
yet to look for good results from his work
as his appointment was only a recent one;
but front the enthusiasnm manifested in
connection with this wvork he was satisfied,
knowving the humtane qualities of the
officer, that good was bound to result. In
connection with the report of Dr. Roth,
when in the North lie was informed that
Dr.: Roth niade no effort to find out the
condition of the blacks on thle squatter's
i-tns. It would be wvise if wve could ab-
solutely prohibit blacks from getting into
seapor:t towns and mining camps. At
Port Hedland, and other large centres,
and] in mining centres, the conditions were
degrading. As to the treatment of the
blacks by flue squatters, flr. Roth was
ask-ed specially ito go to Corunna Dowvns
station to see the condition of the natives
there; hie was offered horses and a drag,
but lie refused] to go because lie said he
might see something which lie would not
care to see. Tfle complaint he (the
Mlinister) received from most of the
squatters was that Dr. Roth made no
effort to get any first-halnd information as
to howv the blacks wvere treated at thle
stations. From his visits to the stations,
as far as lie could judge, the natives were
treated in a very generous mannier in-
deed. He dlid not believe in the system
of indenturing nativ-es ; the blacks should
be as free as other people; if they desired
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to work for squatters they should be at-
lowed to do so, but they should not be tied
Adown. to any period of time. If lie (the
Minister) had his wvay the indenture

.systemt would] be done away w~ith. At
one place lie saw the natives paraded three
timtes a day to receive their rations, and
from the condition of these blacks they
had been kindly looked after for mnany a
long day. He was pleased that there
-was to be sonme new blood in connection
,with the administration of this depart-
mient. We should have someone who
should he compelled to travel throughout
the country and see how the protectors

* and their assistants were doing their wvork.
The officer's centre should be in Perth, for
there were blacks to be cared for through-
-out the Eastern Goldfields, at Encla, on
the Murchison, as wvell as in the Northern
portion of the State. As to the neck-
-chains, lie saw some 60 natives at wvork
at Roebourne, and lie came to the con-
clusion that the neck-chain was the most
humane mnethod of safeguarding the
])risoners, for it lnust be remembered the
natives were wild and untutored, and
if an opportuinity of escape presented it-
self the majority would take advantage
-of it. Only two warders were iii charge,
they had firearms and no (loubt if a black
got away the warder would fire at himu.
From watching these natives for half an
hour lie was satisfied that the neck-chain
was the safest method that could be
.adopted for keeping the prisoners. He
saw natives repairing a road, they had to
wheel the material a short distance, and
the mnen were of a good stamip, mostly six
feet, solid fellows, and lie did not think
any liarni resulted from their doing the
-work. He did not know what work could
he found for the natives inside a gaol, and
certainly it was better for their health to
he working outside than to be confined
within the precincts of a prison.

ML'. STUART wished merely to em-
phasise the fact that Mr. Priusep's sue~-
cessor could not do his duty without
travelling. Wh en in Queensland Dr.
Roth was highly efficient, and if he de-
teriorated here, must have deteriorated
-quickly. He was not the man to drive
in a four-in-hand to a station, after ad-
v'ertising his visit, so that hie mright see

the niggers in their holiday garb. Any
inspector or protector who wrent in that
style would not see what would be ap-
parent to the ordinary visitor. The ad-
ministration by Mr. Prinsep was, the
greatest farce ever perpetrated. The in-
evitable disappearance of the aborigines
from the face of their country should be
accomlpanied by a inininmni of cruielty.
From various statements he (Mr. Stuart)
had received, verified by affidavit, it ap-
peared that certain Governments rations
and blanikets sent to stations for distribu-
tion amjongst the blacks did not reach
their proper destination. In the else-
torote of the Minister for Mines a recent
incident showed liow the blacks were
protected. fori they were starring.-, and
sonmc prospectors threatened to take
action unless the blacks were relieved so
that the looting of camips might cease.
The expenditure of this large vote should
be so supervised that the niaxinuim
amount mnight be spent in relieving the
aborigines.

Mr'. T1ox': The Aborigines A&ct,
passed by the Rason Government. pro-
rided for reserves on which, acceording to
Dr. Hicks, then Colonial Secretary, the
natives were to be placed under the care
of a superintendent, and] employed in cul-
tivating tropical products. Why was
not this done,. as in the East, whiere in
one instanlce an island was reserved fur
the natives, whbo grewr produce for their
Own supiport? No reserve could carry
enough game to keep) the aborigines there-
on. Sheep and ostrich farms mnight he
started. Though lie had years Of experi-
ence with squatters and station people,
hie had only Once seen a blackfelloiv badly
treated hy a 5(iitter. On stations blacks
were not called on to (10 very airduoiis
work. The major-ity of protectors ap-
p~ointed were squatters or police officers.
The appointment of any protector found
ill-treating ]natives should be cancelled.

Thec Treasurer: Such appointments had
been cancelled.

Mr, TROY: All native prisoners should
he allowed to work, for the good of their
health. The niggers should neither be
treated like thonse of South Africa. nor
like spoilt children, but punished justly
for any wrongs they' committed, Particu-
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larly on the goldfields the safeguards pro-
mised in the Aborigines Protection Act
had not been forthcoming. A competent
Chief Protector could easiy be found in
the State, and he must reside in the North,
near the majority of the aborigines and
particularly the tribes most difficult to
deal with.

Mr. ANGW IN: Though the M-inister
for Mines (H1on. H. Gregory) was a mem-
ber of the Government which appointed
Dr. Roth, lie accused the doctor of not
properly carrying out his duties. Why
then was he appointed? The Public Ser-
vice Commissioner, on page 13 of his r--
port, complained that if Ministers took
advantage of the provision for appoint-
ing temporary employees, it would be im-
possible to reduce the number of civil ser-
vants. The Minister who introduced the
Public Service Bill spoke of entrance ex-
amninations, both mnedical and educational.

The CHAIR'MAN: The hion. member
was not in order.

Mr. ANO WIN: But the Treasurer said
lie had appointed two inspectors to he
paid out of this vote.

The CHAIRMAN: The hion. member
was not in order iii reading a speech de-
livered oni the Public Service Bill. The
speech could not bind the Treasurer.

Mr. ANiWN t showed the intention
of the Houmse as to the appointmeiit of offi-
cers. Every qualified person in the State
should have an opportunity of applying
for anyv vacancy in the service. He had
merely referred to the speech to enlighten
the Minister. The ]Public Service Act was
framed to take away mnany of the powers
Ministers previously enjoyed with regard
to appointmients to the public se-ice;
and no officer could he appointed now uin-
less hie was qualified. Wve mnight as well
save the Commissioner's salary if appoint-
mnents were made without reference to him
or if his recommendations were not to be
carried out. How was it possible to con-
trol time service if we allowed 'Ministers to
override the Act? They should comply
with the Act which was framned for their
guidance. 'With regard to this vote the
Protector of Ahorirrines was certainly en-
titled to the long leave hie was enjoying.
hut the Mftiister should see. when the new
a1 )poujitnIent -was niade. all those Persons

qualified to fill the position ha the oppor-
tunity of securing the appointment.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Audit, £7,544.
Mr. BATH: Last year, when this was.

being discussed, reference was made to the
necessity for having the annual report of
the Auditor General before members when
we were discussing the Estimates, and it
was suggested that the report should be-
presented as soon as possible after the
House miet. However, this year the re-
port had not yet been presented, though
the Treasurer had promised he would en-
deavour to have it laid on the-
table early in the session. Unless,
members. had the opinion of the-
Auditor General on financial matters
they could not deal with the Estimates
properly. A matter for regret was the.
constant bickerug between the Railway-
Department and the Auditor Genera l's.
Department; as was evidenced by the,
stroge- cunielits made by the Coumi-
sinner of Railn-ays in the last rcporr of'
the Railway Department. The Couiini,-
sioner of Railways practically said that
time Auditor General's Departnent was a
confounded nuisance. This was what
Mr. George said:-

"Tme Audit Department of the State
has,' to this department, been a source
of tronble instead of assistance,. and.
sline friction has consequently ensued-
While this is to he regretted p~erhmaps
for the State, there remiains! the coum-
pensation that as no fear exists in the.
Railway Department, 110 favour is
likely to be shown by the Audit De-
p~artument. At the samue tiMe, no6tlin
hut trivial technical differences and
queries have really arisen, and these the-
Railway ]Department would have been
only too happy to alter to suit the re-
quirements of the Auditor General, if'
that officer had made known what lie
required]."

It would be in the interests of both the-
departments if this bickering ceased. The
Treasurer should endeavour to get somie
more amicable arrangement betweeni the
two departments.

The TREASURER : It was unfortunate
there sho0uld he bickeingi between Th(e'e

[ASSEMBLY] Audit.
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two important departments; but now Air'
George had retired, a lot of the friction
would probably cease. Notwithlst and(ing
the possession of many good qualities, Mr.
George was somnewhtat short-tempered,
and did not like to give way on any point.
If one could explain the treatment the
Auditor General said had been meted out
to hini, members might understand the
position better. However, all the Auditor
General wished was to carry out the duties
uf his responsible office, and he wvould
probably get that opportunity now. The
report of thle Auditor General would be
ready before the end of next month; but
inl no year had thle report been mnadc avail-
able for ineniberis while the Estimaites were
being- considered, unless it happened that
the Estimates were being discussed at the
end of the year. It was only last year
for the first time that the report for the
immediately preceding year had been
laid on the table dunring the course of the
session. There was a lot of work to do
after the accounts were closed. Even yet
all the auidits were not complete.

MNr. BOLTON: There was an increase
of £20 for the Chief Inspector, Was this
ain increase brought about by thle public
service classification?9

Thle Treasurer: Yes.
Mr. BOLTON: Why was it necessary

to increase the staff of iuispeutors from
six to ten.

The TREASURER: The number had
not been increased, but owing to the Ye-
organ isation brought about by the Public
Service Comm tissioner's classification, two
inspectors previously under the tempor-
ary, clerical and other assistance item,
ha d been transferred to the permanent
staff: and two clerks had been successful
in their appeals, and were appointed
juitior inspectors.

Vote putt and passed.
Progress reported at this stage of the

Treasury Estimates, and leave given to
Fir again.

ADJOURN-MENT.
The House adjourned at 9.30 o'clock,

until the next Tuesday.

* %cgislative Coumncil,
Tuesday, 291h October, 1907.
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Th e PRESIDENT took the Chair ait
4.30 o'clock p.m.

PrayVers.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By; the Colonial Secretary: Filter beds

011 lurswood Iln-Crepnec
between the Government aiid Mr. J1.
Davis re the installation.

QUESTION-LAND PURCHASE AT
SPENCER'S BROOK.

lIon. J, AXV. LANOSFORD (for Afr.
Throssell) asked the Colonial Secretary:
1, Have the Government purchased, or are
they' about to purchase. land at Spencer's
Brook ? 2, If so, what is the area and'
the price of suich land, from whom pur-
chased, and for wvhat purpose required ?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Area : 12 acres 2
roods .1 perch. Price £1295. Purchased
from Herbert William Hancock. Pur-
pohse : Enilargemient of stationi yard.

BILL-,NAV&IGATION ACT AMNEN\D-
MENT.

Introduceed by the Colonial Secretary,
and read a first time.

MO0TION-STANDING ORDERS
AM ENDMFENT, LAPSED BILLS.
Iioni. W. 1INGS3UILL (Metropoli-

tanl-Suburbanl) : Inl mloving this mootion, I
should like to cxplaiii that I am actuated
hy only one desire, which I think should
actuate all1 hon. members. that of render-
ing am perfect and as efficient as possible

thle MaChinery by which Parliament has
to prodluce its legislation. Fur main'
years patlt. when at the eid of a sessionl
those B~ills which are known as the
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